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Re-visited 

 
May 2020 
 
THE TOUCHER: 
 
I hope this all finds you well and staying safe. 
 
We find ourselves in unprecedented times having to adapt to this COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 
As you are well aware we have had to cancel our lawn bowling season for this coming year as 
is the case with the majority of the clubs across Canada.   
 
In order to keep our members informed and active in the club, the Board has decided to 
publish a monthly Newsletter in order to keep every member apprised of the efforts to return 
to Bowling, the new clubhouse and greens, and anything else that someone can think of that 
you might be interested in.  Hence the temporary return of the ‘Toucher’. 
 

Harry Carruthers 

Temporary Toucher Editor 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 
The NVLBC Executive has met a number of times over the past weeks via video to keep 
connected and agree on how to deal with the club issues over this period.  Some of the 
decisions dealt with are: 

1. The club was officially closed March 20, 2020. 
2. All unessential services have or will be terminated, i.e. internet & TV. 
3. The greens and grounds will be maintained minimally to keep them in reasonable 

shape.  This will be done in a safe manner with physical distancing and proper 
protection used by the few members carrying out this work. 

4. The website will be updated regularly with current information. 
5. Rentals have been cancelled for the year. 
6. The yearly handbook will not be printed. 

 
One of the consequences of the season being cancelled is our fund raising Canada Day 
Tournament in support of the Lions Gate Foundation.  As an initiative the Executive decided to 
suggest to the members that they donate this year to the North Shore Emergency COVID-19 
Fund. 
 
We are pleased to announce that as of April 17th the club has raised $ 4,500 this year.  This is 
the number that the Hospital Foundation has been able to confirm came from NVLBC 
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members, but we feel sure that other donations have been sent to the Hospital Foundation 
from NVLBC members that have not been tabulated. 
 

 
NOTE:  If you have donated money this year to the Hospital Foundation, 
please, by return email to Bonnie Smith, indicate that you have donated.  
We do not require knowing the amount, only that you have donated.  This 
way the Hospital Foundation will be able to provide better information 
on the NVLBC members’ total donation. 
 

 
We have asked that donations be completed by May 15, 2020 so we will be excited to know 
what the total will be. 
 
In April, the NVLBC contacted Bowls Canada and challenged all other clubs in the country to 
pick a charity, hopefully associated with COVID-19, and to make donations.  Bowls Canada has 
endorsed our challenge and has posted it on their Social Media pages (Facebook, Twitter, etc.) 
 
Of course the Club Relocation is still ongoing.  Harry, being the Chairman of our Relocation 
Committee, has a report on this which you will see below. 
 
Prior to the shutdown we had been working on a few things. 
 

1. Jim Fitzsimmons took on the task of recruiting 12 members to agree to enroll in the 
Saint Johns Ambulance First Aid Training which includes the use of the AED.  We now 
will have a trained first aid person at almost every event during the year.  
 

2. We asked Sydney Hope to head the pre-move purge.  Sydney contacted a number of 
members who are responsible for different areas of the club to help her out and we are 
lucky to have anything left.  All kidding aside she did a great job and we are in good 
shape when we do have to do the final move. 

 
3. We’ve had discussions during the last few Board Meetings to create a position to 

ensure all communications both internal and external are taken care of each year.  A 
job description for a Communications Director was created and a number of members 
were contacted to see if they were interested.  With this current situation we have 
decided for the time being the main thrust of this position should be keeping our 
members informed and that for now a member who is well known to all club members 
should take this responsibility.  So, Harry Carruthers has agreed to manage this 
position. 

 
4. We were made aware that the clubs greens have started to be used as a dog park.  The 

City was notified and their parks and bylaw departments have posted ‘No Dogs 
Allowed’ signage around the greens.  We have also posted signs to reiterate the City 
signage as well. 
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On a final note we would like to applaud Rick Harrison again this year for keeping the club 
area free of snow and ice.  It is much appreciated. 
 

Bruce Murray 

President 
 
CLUB MOVE: 
 
We have continuously met with the City of North Vancouver (CNV) staff and the Project 
Manager responsible for the new North Vancouver LBC greens and clubhouse.  We had 
agreed, reluctantly in some cases, with the design of the greens and the clubhouse (now 
referred to by the CNV as the ‘field house’).  After much time, the CNV put the project out for 
tender and received approximately six bids from contractors.  The bids included both greens 
and the clubhouse.  Upon opening the bids it was determined by the CNV that the costs were 
too high to proceed with the greens and the clubhouse at this time.  The decision was made by 
the CNV to re-tender only the greens at this time and to wait until an unspecified time to build 
a new clubhouse.  The greens were re-tendered and a successful contractor was selected. 
 
If you  have been around the new site (23rd and St. Andrews) you might have noticed the 
billboard stating that the greens will be build with the note that the ‘field house’ will be 
considered at a later date.  The billboard says that the construction would commence on/or 
about the 20th of April.  Well, that date has passed and there is still no construction started.  
Evidently they were waiting for a building permit to be issued. 
 
We have now received word that the start of construction is ‘imminent’.  Contractor tools and 
equipment should show up at the site within the next week.  The contractor has to provide 
guidelines for conducting the construction while keeping their workers safe and healthy.  
Hopefully this will be done and the greens will proceed. 
 
This means that there is still a lot of negotiating and work to be done before we will be 
bowling.  It has not yet been determined where we will temporarily move all the clubhouse 
materials for storage until the new clubhouse is built; i.e., where we will house the tools and 
equipment that are necessary to maintain the greens and bowling (greens vacuums, pushers, 
club bowls, score boards, etc., etc.); what do we do about washrooms, kitchen, refreshments, 
etc.  There is still a lot of work for the club committee working on this project, however, we 
need the CNV to sit down with us to discuss and resolve all the above issues. 
 
In upcoming issues of the Toucher we will keep you informed of all the final decisions with 
respect to our move. 
 
RETURN TO BOWLING: 
 
If you are keeping up to date with the sport news you will have noticed that some sports, like 
Golf, have been allowed to either stay open or to re-open shortly.  People are asking, “What 
about Lawn Bowling? When can we start?” 
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Well,  the short answer is ‘not until viaSport, the Provincial Health Office end the Ministry of 
Health all agree that it is safe for lawn bowling to start again. 
 
ViaSport is the agency of the provincial government responsible for funding all the Provincial 
Sports Organizations which includes most of the ‘not-for-profit’ amateur sports that have a 
Provincial Sports Organization (PSO) and have registered with viaSport for financial support.  
Bowls BC is the lawn bowling PSO and they receive funding from viaSport each year to assist 
them in providing their programs, championships, etc. 
 
ViaSport has been appointed by the provincial government to approve the procedures that 
will allow each PSO to commence their sport in a largely reduced capacity.  The sports will be 
introduced back into playing in three phases: 
Phase 1: Practice and Player development, only 
Phase 2: Club and intra-club competitions, and,  
Phase 3:  Provincial and National Championships. 
 
Bowls BC is presently preparing a set of Guidelines, Policies and Procedures to be submitted 
to viaSport for approval to start Phase 1 for lawn bowling.  They also have a Webinex meeting 
with viaSport this Monday together with five other PSOs to discuss the submission, template, 
schedule and expectations. 
 
The bottom line is:  There will be NO lawn bowling until Bowls BC has been granted 
permission to proceed and the clubs develop specific club procedures in line with the Bowls 
BC Guidelines, Policies and Procedures.  At this point they do not know how long that process 
will take, but the process has begun and we are hoping for a safe and healthy set of Guidelines 
that can be enacted by our club quickly after they are approved. 
 
Bowls BC, through Harry Carruthers (Bowls BC President) will keep us informed of the 
progress so that we can pass the information along to our members. 
 
 
NOTE:  The NVLBC members have, in addition to playing the game of Bowls, also considered the 
club as a social club.  We all have good friends because of our membership in the club.  During 
the COVID-19 isolation conditions, there may be club members who do not have a lot of contact 
with other members or the public.  They will be greatly missing this personal contact.  It is 
suggested that each member contact a few member friends from the club in order to provide this 
personal contact.  We are sure that the contact would be greatly appreciated and will benefit 
both the caller and called.  We are, in fact, in this together. 
 
 


